RESIDENT’S TOOLKIT
Draft Local Plan Consultation – this plan affects Sywell as well as Overstone and Moulton
Please submit your response by 27th March 2026

Local Plan document: www.westnorthants.gov.uk/local-plan 
under the main documents header look for West Northants Local Plan Regulation 18 (January 2026)

Consultation document: www.westnorthants.gov.uk/consultations

If you need assistance to complete the online questionnaire, would like a copy of it in another format, or to respond via an alternative method   email: Planningpolicyconsultation@westnorthants.gov.uk 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

1. What’s happening - in plain English
West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) is consulting on its new Local Plan. This document will decide where homes, roads, schools, green spaces and services are built for the next 20 years.
In the draft plan, Overstone is classed as an ’Other Village’ - the lowest tier in the settlement hierarchy. This category is intended to receive only small-scale, proportionate development. However, the same draft plan:

· Proposes development:
N16 - 2900 homes west of the A43 towards Holcot 
N17 (Overstone Green) - east of A43 towards Holcot, outline planning consent already agreed for 1600 houses local plan adds 350
· Does not safeguard a route for the North Northampton Orbital Road through N16
This creates a serious contradiction:
· If Overstone is an ‘Other Village’, this scale of development is inappropriate.
· If the expectation of WNC’s local plan is that Overstone and nearby areas are to accommodate major strategic growth, it must reclassify settlements transparently, justify the change with evidence, and plan infrastructure properly.
To accommodate the above
· The plan redraws the Northampton planning boundary to incorporate Overstone Parish. To do this consultation is legally required. 

2. Why your response to the Consultation matters
Consultations are not a tick-box exercise. WNC must show how public responses have been considered. A strong volume of clear, consistent submissions from Overstone residents will:
· Highlight contradictions in the plan
· Strengthen the Parish Council’s formal objections
· Increase scrutiny from Councillors and possibly local media
· Make poorly justified allocations harder to approve
Every individual response counts.

3. How to respond - step by step
Step 1 - Visit the consultation website www.westnorthants.gov.uk/consultations
Step 2 - Register or log in, this allows you to save your progress and return later if needed.(We have had reports of ‘timing out’ and losing responses so this might be a good idea)
Step 3 - You do NOT need to answer every question - Focus on topics relevant to Overstone: 
Step 4 - Write in your own words- personalise your comments where possible.

Important: For questions agree or disagree if you do not know enter neither 
Key points you can raise on the Consultation 
 (adapt in your own words)
  Key Questions to answer in respect of    
  Overstone Parish
  Chapter 6: Making great places – Daventry. 
  Chapter 7: Making great places – Brackley 
  Chapter 8: Making great places – Towcester
 
Key policies in respect of 
Overstone Parish 
Chapter 4, Policy PL7 
Chapter 5, Policies N16 & N17
Chapter 10, Policy R3
Chapter 14, Policies TR1 & TR3 









Settlement hierarchy contradiction
· Overstone is classed as an ‘Other Village’, intended for limited development.
· The draft plan allocates large-scale housing growth locally.
· This directly contradicts the WNC’s own settlement strategy.

Lack of supporting evidence
No clear evidence is provided to justify strategic-scale development in an ‘Other Village’
If Overstone is expected to accommodate major growth, WNC should:
· Reclassify the settlement hierarchy transparently.
· Publish clear justification.
· Reconsult residents properly

Infrastructure capacity· GP and healthcare pressures
· School capacity

· Existing congestion and road capacity
· Poor public transport provision
· Limited walking and cycling infrastructure.

The scale of development proposed is not matched by guaranteed, funded infrastructure delivery.

Rural identity and landscape impact
· Overstone has a strong rural character.
· Large developments risk settlement coalescence.

Sustainability and transport concerns
· Overstone is not a sustainable location for strategic growth.
· Car dependency is high.
· Public transport is limited.
· This conflicts with climate and sustainability objectives.

Proposed North Northampton Orbital Road - Missing from plan through N16 
This is a serious omission.
The draft Local Plan allocates significant development on N16 and N17 off the A43 but does not safeguard a corridor for the North Northampton Orbital Road.
This matters because:
· Housing growth will generate significant traffic.
· Without the orbital route, traffic will be pushed onto the already congested A43 and surrounding roads
· Infrastructure should be planned before or alongside development
· Once housing is built, delivering a strategic road becomes far more difficult.



