Sywell Parish Council – Joint Statement 
Regulation 18 Draft Local Plan (2026–2041) Objection to Policies N16 and N17
Sywell Parish Councils has reviewed the West Northamptonshire Regulation 18 Draft Local Plan and stands alongside Overstone and Moulton in raising significant concerns about the proposed housing allocations at N16 and N17.
Although described as “Northampton” sites, these allocations lie within or immediately adjacent to our rural parishes. Their scale, location and infrastructure demands would have major impacts on all three communities.
Together, we believe that Policies N16 and N17 are not justified, not effective, and not consistent with national policy. Our shared concerns include:
1. Infrastructure capacity
Local schools, healthcare services, community facilities and utilities are already under pressure. The draft Plan does not demonstrate how the additional population from N16 and N17 can be supported. This conflicts with the Plan’s own infrastructure policies.

2. Highways and transport impacts
The A43 corridor is already operating over capacity. Additional development would increase congestion, intensify rat‑running through our villages, and place further pressure on rural lanes. The Northern Orbital Route (NNOR) is not committed, and several route options conflict directly with the proposed allocations.

3. Settlement identity and landscape impact
The land between our villages performs an important countryside separation function. The proposed allocations would erode this gap, blur the distinction between rural communities and Northampton, and undermine the character and identity of our parishes.

4. Inconsistency with the spatial strategy
The Local Plan states that growth should be directed to sustainable locations with existing infrastructure and strong transport links. The northern allocations do not meet these criteria and conflict with the settlement hierarchy.

5. Lack of evidence to justify boundary changes
The proposed extension of Northampton’s Planning Policy Boundary into Overstone and Moulton is not supported by clear evidence and appears to be driven by development convenience rather than policy-led reasoning.
Our Position
All three Parish Councils will be submitting formal objections to Policies N16 and N17. We  will encourage residents to take part in the consultation and make their views known before the deadline on 27 March.

We remain committed to working constructively with West Northamptonshire Council to ensure that future development is:
· properly planned.
· infrastructure‑led.
· environmentally responsible
· respectful of rural communities
and consistent with the principles of sustainable development.


