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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Sywell Parish Council held on 

Thursday 11th Sept, 2025 at 7:30pm at Sywell Village Hall, 
 

In attendance: Cllrs John Amos (Chairman), Elizabeth Brown, John Shenfield, Nanette Muttock,  
Fiona Ingram, Philip Bletsoe-Brown 

Clerk: Maureen Holliday, NNC Cllr Vicki Jessop 
 

48/25 PUBLIC SESSION: No attendees 
49/25  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Scott Brown  
50/25   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/DISPENSATION REQUESTS – Councillors are reminded that if 

they have either a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest or other interest in any of the agenda items then they 
should declare the interest and withdraw from the debate or meeting as appropriate. None 

51/25 RESOLVED TO SIGN & APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING Thursday 10TH July 2025. 
52/25 NORTH NORTHANTS COUNCILLORS – Verbal Report from Cllr Vicki Jessop.  Circulated. 
 The report highlighted ongoing challenges around housing delivery, financial pressures, and environmental 

enforcement. Stronger community input into consultations (corporate plan, parking strategy) and more 
robust fly-tipping measures were identified as priorities. 

53/25 CHAIRMAN, CLERK and COUNCILLOR REPORT on items not on the agenda (verbal).  
  
54/25  RESOURCES:  Resolved to approve the following (a to d)  
  Documents in Meeting Papers. 

a) Bank Balances at 2 Sept 2025:  Current Account:    £  5097.93 
                                     (Traffic Calming Funding) Reserve Account: £ 85539.76 

b) Income received since previous meeting:  None 
c) Receipts & Payments: Budget Summary, Bank Rec for year end to – 2 Sept 2025 circulated. 
d) Notice of conclusion of audit received.   No issues arising and a notice of conclusion of audit, 

closure letter and signed AGAR will be displayed on website. 
e) Annual Salary increase:  In accordance with published pay scale from Northants CALC, Clerk’s 

salary will move to SCP28, and hours increased to 13 per week backdated to the beginning of the 
financial year, 1st April.    
 

FINANCE 
55/25 PLANNING: Resolution to agree responses and actions.  None received or outstanding 

a) New Applications: None 
b) Awaiting Decision:  None 
c) Applications Decided: None 
d)  Other Planning Matters:   

 
 

56/25 HIGHWAYS, MOWING AND MAINTENANCE: Resolved to approve items (i to vi) further action or 
response.  

 Village Maintenance, Traffic Calming and Speeding in the Village:    
i) Traffic Calming:  1) 

a) Results of private camera action to capture overweight vehicles passing through the weight limit 
area of Ecton Lane, Sywell.   The Clerk reported that using the pictures provided enabled contact 
with the vehicle owners.  Of 60% of the companies contacted 40% apologised and 10% provided 
explanations for their presence.   

b) ANPR Camera: There was a detailed discussion in the meeting about the possibility of a camera 
system that can detect both speed and number plates. The group agreed that it would be valuable to 
investigate the feasibility and cost of such a system, as current solutions only provide one function 
or the other. It was suggested that a resident could provide electricity for a camera, and that 
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proposals should be put together to explore options, including consulting with relevant experts 
(such as the Police Safer Roads Team and Matt Mumford) to understand what is possible with 
current technology. Action: for Cllrs Groom and Amos to investigate proposals and report back at 
the next meeting 

 ii) Double Yellow Lines/Parking restriction in Overstone Road.    
a) Request for yellow lines at Ecton Lane/Webbs Lane Junction: Responses in favour of have been 

forwarded to NNC.    
b) Further request for double yellow lines in Overstone Road. I the area of the school.  Council to 

discuss and decide action.  The same process as above will need to be followed. 
Request forwarded to Highways.  Awaiting response 

iii) Lengthsman Report from Peter Clayton.  Received with gratitude, discussed and action agreed.  
Peter Clayton Report – September 2025 (Summary) 
- Council responsive to recent reports; potholes mostly too small/outside main travel line. 
- Gullies and drains clear (will need attention once leaves fall). 
- Tree issues: Horseshoe Roundabout and Old Village bend cleared; Ecton Lane Pumping Station 

still awaiting action; streetlight shadowing due to be fixed soon (FMS 8021765). 
- Parking opposite Sywell Country Park entrance reported (FMS 8099629), Council investigating. 
- Speed signs on local roads all working; batteries changed every two weeks. 
- Call for improved bus service to meet needs of older residents. 

iv) Street lighting Update provided on Street lighting repairs and replacements.   Appointment of new 
lighting maintenance company:  Following research on 4 companies E.on have provided a 
satisfactory Quotation for lantern repairs: - Charge for attending is £61.50 then £31.00 for each 
light on the visit.  If the lanterns require a replacement Photocell, a standard Nema Socket All Night 
Photocell will be installed at a cost of £75.00 each.  If this is not the solution Holophane LED 
lanterns may need to be installed to replace the original Zeta lantern at £310.00 each. 
Quotation for reinstatement of a lamp post in Sywell village: Mears Ashby Road. To supply and 
install 4m Heritage style column, DW Windsor Heritage LED lantern £3286.18. 

v) Other Highways matters to be discussed.  Park Close: The chairman will refer to the previous 
planning decision.    

 
57/25 ELLIOTT PARK: Resolved to approve the following report and actions.  Report circulated.  
 

a) Playground Maintenance Update.   The request for the extra waste bin is still to be satisfied.  
The surface material for the play area will be ßlaid in October. 

b) Plan of work for the Elliott Park Lengthsman. Following a recent inspection with the 
Lengthsman the Clerk submitted the report outlining works recommended to be actioned.  All 
works requiring timber treating and cleaning are to be actioned.   The ground locks have been 
repaired and all entrances tested for access and security.   

 
58/25 TRAINING and Advice Sessions:  Training is available to all members of the Parish Council.  

 Cllrs Amos and Groom will attend the OTFS course at Moulton on 2nd October and further training as 
convenient.   
Also, From Guesswork to Game Plan (Planning)on 24 October online. 12:30 to 13:30 

 
59/25   URGENT MATTERS FOR REPORT ONLY (Notified to the Chairman before the meeting)  
60/25 DATE OF NEXT ORDINARY MEETING – 13 Nov 2025 7:30pm, Village Hall, Sywell 
 
 
 

                          
Chairman:                                                                Date :         13 November     2025      
 
Future meetings :2025:  13 Nov  
    2026: 8 Jan, 12 March, 14 May, 9 July, 10 Sept, 12 Nov 
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Payments made since last 
meeting     Total VAT Net 

02-Jul-25 GOCARDLESS 1801  -31.86 -5.31 -26.55 

07-Jul-25 
TOMATO 
ENERGY 9725406896  -22.22 -1.06 -21.16 

18-Jul-25 
TOMATO 
ENERGY 10264575890  -112.57 -5.36 -107.21 

23-Jul-25 
GIGACLEAR 
PLC G10265495  -36.00 -6.00 -30.00 

31-Jul-25 Park Landscapes MOWING 1693  -1014.00 -169.00 -845.00 

31-Jul-25 Reids Playground 
7124 Roundabout 
surface  -1404.00 -234.00 -1170.00 

31-Jul-25 Smith of Derby CLOCK 36 MONTHS  -1165.20 -194.20 -971.00 
31-Jul-25 Service Charge   -6.00  -6.00 

01-Aug-25 
TOMATO 
ENERGY VK9FB6B-VK9FB6B  -17.48 -0.83 -16.65 

04-Aug-25 GOCARDLESS 1831  -31.86 -5.31 -26.55 

14-Aug-25 
TOMATO 
ENERGY 11185159591  -22.21 -1.06 -21.15 

19-Aug-25 
TOMATO 
ENERGY 11378041288  -127.65 -6.08 -121.57 

26-Aug-25 
GIGACLEAR 
PLC C301522  -36.00 -6.00 -30.00 

26-Aug-25 
TOMATO 
ENERGY 11499566211  -18.05 -0.86 -17.19 

31-Aug-25 Service Charge 64  -6.00  -6.00 
02-Sep-25 GOCARDLESS 1855  -31.86 -5.31 -26.55 

    -4082.96 -640.38 -3442.58 

 


